A meeting of Goring Heath Parish Council was held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 13th June 2013 at 8pm.

Present:  Chairman Peter Dragonetti, Councillors Nick Elsome, Kate Giles, Richard Greenford, Nick Henry, Tim King, Marjo McGee and Martin Wise, also present Theresa Elsome and parish clerk Caroline Hadley. 

1. Apologies for Absence were received from Ann Ducker.

2. Minutes of the last meeting, 9th May 2013 were signed as correct. 

3. Matters arising. There were no matters arising  

4. Parish Hall. There has been an encouraging increase in bookings for parties.
5. Newsletter/Website. Contributions are due by Saturday 15th June

6. Recreation Ground.The Annual Inspection of Whitchurch Hill Recreation Ground and Annual Inspection of Garton End Play Area will be taking place as requested during Jul 2013. Richard Allen from Three Acres had been in touch concerned about the ivy and vegetation that was in danger of bringing the  fence down at Garton End play area.  It was agreed that the parish council would have a work party after 13th August to get this cleared. Nick Elsome was happy to do the clearing and Peter would get rid of the clippings. The clerk to contact Berinsfield grass cutters to confirm this year’s grass cutting schedule to avoid any areas being missed.

7. District Councillors Report. Ann Ducker had arranged for the parish council to be sent information  relating to the grant received from SODC, how to adopt the pubs as community assets and an update on New House Farm. 
8. County Councillors Report. Kevin Bulmer had sent his report via email which had been circulated with the agenda.
9. Planning and Unauthorised Developments. 

P13/S1185/FUL Turner Bros Demolition Ltd, The Forge Whitchurch Hill RG8 7NU Remodelling of existing 20th century workshops, offices and residential building, demolition of existing 1990's stables building, construction of a new single storey sunken residential home, creation of new landscape with new trees and shrubbery. Should be Refused

P13/S1515/HH Goffs Clump Goffs Hill Crays Pond RG8 7QA Proposed first floor extension Should be Approved

P13/S1551/A The Oratory Preparatory School Great Oaks Goring Heath RG8 7SF Removal of existing roadside directional signage and replacement with 2no. monolith signs to main entrance of school site and one post and panel sign to exit of school site Should be Refused  2013P13/S1638/FUL Lubricants UK Ltd, Technology Centre Whitchurch Hill RG8 7QR Construction of new two storey Fire Tender building. No Strong Views

10. Finance.  There was £13,740.79 in the bank on 3 June. The following cheques were drawn and authorised

301301
April Grass Cutting


£402.00

301302
Chiltern Society Subscription 
£25.00

301303
Hillbottom Grass


£50.00

301304
HM Revenue & Customs

£72.50

301305
Clerks Salary May


£257.40

301306
May Grass Cutting


£402.00

301307
Clerks Expenses


£63.04








£1,272.04
11.  Annual Return. The meeting approved the  annual return 
12. Crays Pond/ Tinepits. The dumped garden waste has been removed from Tinepits and Mallard are seen regularly. At Crays Pond some sedges are surviving in the swale that gets the most road run off and more species survive in the other one. The meeting agreed that the clerk contact Rod d’Ayala and ask him to do a further survey when the time is right so that the effect of the swales on the water quality can be assessed.
13. Working Parties. The first working party in September would be at Garton End and then in October further thinning of the blackthorn along the recreation ground could be done. Crays Pond may also need some work including the thinning out of some of the reed mace but this might be better contracted out to Jonathan Newman.

14. Correspondence . The fete committee had offered to pay for a professional to paint the telephone boxes . Rupert Reid had organised the restoration of the Coronation Bench opposite the Old Post Office and wondred if it would be worth the Council considering relocating the bench to the quieter Deadmans Lane next to the bus shelter. Nick Henry would look into this. This year's town and parish forum for the South Oxfordshire District Council is being held during the evening of Wednesday 6 November 2013. A letter had been received from SODC explaining Goring Heath Parish Council has received a grant of £408.30 from South Oxfordshire District Council.

15. Any other business. Marjo reported that Mrs Rodgers had asked what had happened to the money that Flint House had given towards the cost of a footpath from Flint House to Crays Pond some years ago. The clerk would check but thought that it had been returned as there had not been enough money for highways to carry out the work. There had been a theft of around £1,000 of building materials and equipment from Cherry Cottage. The clerk’s contract needed to be updated, Peter would arrange it. Nick Elsome asked if the Bus Service would be protected while the bridge was closed as the numbers using it may well be down during this time.

16. Date of the next meeting 11 July  2013 at 8pm 

The meeting finished at 9.55pm
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