 A meeting of Goring Heath Parish Council was held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 8th May 2014 at 8pm.

1. Present:  Chairman Nick Henry, Councillors, Peter Dragonetti, Richard Greenford, Kate Giles, Tim King, Marjo McGee and Martin Wise also present Caroline Hadley, parish clerk. 
2. Apologies for Absence Ann Ducker, Kevin Bulmer and Nick Elsome.
3. Election of Chairman  Nick Henry, proposed by Martin Wise and seconded by Richard Greenford 
4. Election of Vice Chairman Peter Dragonetti, proposed by Nick Henry and seconded by Kate Giles
5. Minutes of the last meeting, 8th May 2014 were signed as correct. Nick Henry thanked Peter for all his hard work as chairman over the last four years.
6. Matters Arising. The clerk would forward Peter the information she had on the complaints about the bus service.  Information had been received from the planning officer concerning the White Lion, Peter will meet with Mr Sandhu. 
7. Parish Hall. All well apart from a slight stain under one of the windows.
8. Newsletter/Website. The deadline for the July edition was this meeting Peter will do his final chairman’s report. 
9. Recreation Ground. The Annual Inspection of Whitchurch Hill Recreation Ground and the Annual Inspection of Garton End Play Area would be carried out in July
10. District Councillors Report. None.
11. County Councillors Report. (had been circulated via email)
12. Planning and Unauthorised Developments. 
P14/S1511/HH Bozedown Windmill Bozedown Drive Whitchurch Hill (within the parish of Goring Heath) RG8 7PE Removal of existing conservatory and carport. Erection of single and one and a half storey extensions, new three bay garage and new rooflights to the south-west elevation.  No Strong Views. 

Peter has been in touch with Paul Lucas re the proposed extension to the Castrol car park and will also try and speak to the landscape officer. The planning officer had been in touch to keep the parish council up to date with progress at the White Lion.
13. Finance.  There was £14,144.17 in bank on 3 June the grass cutting allowance of£473.96 had been paid in this would be reduced next year. The following cheques were drawn and authorised

301357
Chiltern Society subscription

£25.00

301358
May Grass cutting


£410.04

301359
Hillbottom Grass


£50.00

301360
H M Revenue & customs

£72.60

301361
Clerks Salary May


£257.40








£815.04
The clerk would  be submitting the VAT return for both years. Peter had changed from the Payroo account which had been problematic to use and was now using the Inland Revenue software.
14. War Memorial Martin had met with Tim Wilde a senior technician from Highways and he had confirmed that the work would have to be done by a qualified contractor. A concrete curb including a drop curb for wheelchair users can be put in. He will check with BT, the gas, water and electricity suppliers but the parish council need to check with Virgin Cable. The parish council (jointly with Whitchurch parish council) will need to sign a disclaimer to say that we are responsible for the street furniture. The next stage would be to get some costing and then get approval from Whitchurch parish council Butler & Proctor or Hazel & Jeffries might be able to do the work. Ideally the plan and costing will be ready for this year’s Remembrance service. Highways can provide the spec for safety posts which will protect the War Memorial without being obtrusive.  The seat and litter bin can be re sited It would be good to reinstate the War Memorial   original height but this might be prohibitively expensive. The chairman thanked Martin for all the work he had put in so far on the project. 
15. Neighbourhood Plan. No developments
16. Linking the Footpath to Goring. Peter would be meeting with Tom McAuslin. The clerk would forward Peter information on grants form TOE
17. Crays Pond/ Tinepits. Tinepits is covered with Algae at present.
18. Working Parties. Martin and Peter would meet to clear out the swales. The new hedging plants may need to be watered if the dry weather continues. 
19. Correspondence   Peter will attend a Local Plan briefing session on Wednesday 2 July in connection with the housing study and how SODC are moving forward with the Local Plan 2031.  The waste team had emailed to ask which areas of the parish should take priority when they come to clean it was decided to ask them to  include the roadside from the War Memorial on Whitchurch Hill up to the Recreation Ground and also the road from Penny Royal to Crays Pond and Long Toll.
20. AOB.   Clerk to go ahead and order dog bin for end of Hods Lane. Richard Greenford mentioned the reinstatement of the road close to Cherry Cottage, the clerk would contact Highways concerning the damage that had been done during the Gas works.  Martin mentioned the problem of Mrs Hedgecocks hedges. Highways had written to householders to ask them to remove wood on the verges outside their houses within 28 days. 
21. Date of the next meeting will be Thursday 10th July 2014 at 8pm 
The meeting finished at 9.10 pm
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