A meeting of Goring Heath Parish Council was held in the Parish Hall on Thursday 12th July 2018 at 8pm.

Present:  Chairman Peter Dragonetti, Councillors Martin Wise, Liz Collas, Nick Henry, Chris Jessop, Hilary Dewey, Nick Elsome. In attendance, Lucy Turner, and Amanda Holland.
1. Apologies for Absence : Margo Mcgee
2. Minutes of the last meeting, Thursday 14th June 2018 were signed as correct. 

3. Matters Arising.  A letter published in the Henley Standard was discussed. Councillors noted that The Countryside and Rights of Way Act has a number of obligations that have been met, and the difficulties with the footpath and grass maintenance contract were discussed. Peter has checked and ensured the issues raised have been addressed
4. Correspondence :  AH reported that the telephone boxes at Crays Pond and Goring Heath Road have had their equipment removed and had been formally passed to GHPC.  The Audit of GHPC finance is in progress and papers are online for public scrutiny.  Eight emails have been received about the play equipment consultation.
5. Parish Hall.  LT has received 2 photos of the village hall from Theresa Elsome that she will put on the website and Facebook. She will also attach a schedule of fees for hiring the hall. It was reported that there has been some response to the vacancy for a hall manager, and also the post of cleaner.

6.  Newsletter/Website.  NE is due to report to the next meeting on newsletter invoicing and finance. PD to forward a PDF of  spreadsheet. The placing of advertisements was discussed, it was decided to keep to the existing format of advertising placed towards the back of the newsletter. The next newsletter deadline is 1/8/2018. Content and prospective adverts were discussed. PD reported that website has been updated. 
7.  Recreation Ground.  Arising from actions proposed at the last meeting, LC and NE have assumed Inspection duties for the Recreation ground and Garton End respectively. In addition to last year’s report, the new ROSPA reports due this month will be useful to develop a checklist for regular inspections. AH agreed to circulate. Following the article on the play equipment in the newsletter, there has been a good response and a summary of comments/feedback was requested for the next meeting. A discussion followed regarding the upgrading of the play equipment. How many children would benefit? What age group should we consider? What would be appropriate for the size of the village/area?  To be taken forward.
8. Grass Cutting and Tree Maintenance. The Tree Survey of 2011 was discussed and it was noted that a it was due for review. AH/MW to progress. The Grass Cutting  contract was discussed following the review last meeting. There was concern that the roadside verges, tinepits and certain householder boundaries were not satisfactory. After detailed discussion, PD will arrange a meeting with the contractor to discuss the issues raised. AH reported on the availability of alternative suppliers if necessary.
9.  District Councillors Report. Circulated, read and noted. 
10.  County Councillors Report.  None received.
11. Traffic speed on B4526 Crays Pond and Goring Heath Road, Whitchurch Hill. Following the resolution of the last meeting to seek enforcement for the speed limits at Whitchurch Hill,  AH to liaise with Thames Valley Police, following up from a speed survey on Goring Heath Road. After discussion, it was resolved that AH would approach the highways department to press for a reduction in the Crays Pond speed limit to 30mph. It was felt that the change in demographics in the area needed to be taken into account. NE agreed to report on this via the website and the newsletter.

12.  Planning and Unauthorised Developments.
P18/S0507/LB Goring Heath Almshouses.  Replacing hard surface to central courtyard. (Retrospective) Objection on the grounds of damage to curtilage of Grade 1 listed building. PD has made enquiries to English Heritage, and has taken advice regarding how to progress with our objection. 
(P18/S1146/PDH) P18/51967/HH  9 Hill Bottom Close (reapplication) No strong views
P18/52055HH Keepers Cottage Goring Heath, 2 storey rear extension with internal alterations. No strong views.
P18/S0420/O Small Oaks Goring Heath RG8 7FZ Outline application for demolition of garage and studio and erection of single dwelling with all matters reserved (additional arboricultural information received 18th April 2018 and amended indicative layout received 29th June ). Objection still stands /Overdevelopment.
13. Finance & Bank reconciliation.  The statement, reconciliation and the following payments were authorised and signed by LC and MW.
Outgoing





Incoming.

£200.00      GF Buses

                       £236.98         OCC  Grass Cutting
£740.00      CLERKS SALARY (X2)




£424.80      Grass Cutting BCB 

£50.00        Anne Bridgens

£270.00      Goring Press

£120.00      Ian Hogg ( emergency tree surgeon)

£300.00      Auditing Solutions

£326.00      P. Dragonetti
      14.  Linking Footpath to Goring.  PD to contact Owen Jenkins, Director of Infrastructure.               
15.   Crays Pond/Tinepits/ Stile   LC reported that the Stile replacement was well in hand and should be close to ordering and completion. It was expected to be delivered and installed by our next meeting.
16.   AOB.  MW told us about the Victoria County History, and promised to send us a link. This has been in operation since 1890 when Queen Victoria commissioned a history of every parish in the country. Goring and Goring Heath has just been completed!  It was agreed to continue to subscribe to CPRE, The Chiltern Society, and Clerks and Council Direct. LC requested councillors to be aware of change of use enforcement at Newhouse Farm. AH to progress. NE raised the subject of the WHITE LION at Crays Pond. The Parish Council decided to continue to support its status as a community asset, which NE will take back to the next meeting of the Crays Pond Community Group.
The meeting closed at 10.10pm
There will not be a meeting in August.
           Date of the next meeting  Thursday 13th September at 8pm
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